Priest abuse film draws huge crowd

Former Salem man’s
tale ‘hit nail on head’

By Tos Darmon

STAFF WRITER

SALEM = Jo¢ Culirera was a litthe

nervous yesterday before the New

premiere of his documdntary

about the sexual abuze of his older
hrother Paul by a Salem pricst.

The New York director’s film had
been shown af festivals in Montana,
Arizona, Oregon, California and other
states and had won awards. Buot last
night was different.

Last night, "Hand of God” came
home to Salem, home to the city
where the late Rev. Joseph Blrming-
ham abused dozens of boyvs — includ-
ing Paul Cultrera — in St. James
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Joe Cultrera, a former Salem resident now living in Queens, N.Y., films at the
opening of his documentary “The Hand of God™ at CinemaSalem while his
brother Paul, visiting from Sacramento, Callf., greets many old friends who

Parish in the kate 1960z, This wasnt an last
audience of documentary filmgoers. came to support the flim last night. ¢
This wis from 5t James,  and even laughed during the showing — ~I8 tore my heart out,” Lorraine
families who knew his family and and burst into applause when it was  Leonard of Salem said.
even @ victim of the infamous priest.  over. If last night was any test, “Hand of
The Culirera brothers, who both  “Incredible,” said Pattic Condon, God™ reached a large and diverse au-
flew in for the premiere, didn't have to - who had gons to St. James Grammar dience with a story that was, at differ-
witlt long for the crowd's reaction. Wﬁwﬁﬁm“ ent times, gut-wrenching, laugh-out-
Thiey lined for tickets, filled she theater, “Tt it

o i the head.” Flease see FILM, Page A8
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loud funmy and heartbreaking,

It was a story told largely by
Paal Cubtrera, a food cooperative
manager from California, of his
abuse as an altar boy at 5t.
James. A conversation during
Confession led to “connseling™
sesslons in the rectory and
months of abuse in a bedroom,
car and youth center.,

The story was told through k-
terviews, family photos, home
meovies and church footage. Even
Joe, the fllmmaker, becomes a
presence in the film, providing
comméntary and, at one point,
confronting an angry bhishop at
the Chancery, the headquarters
of the Archidioeese of Baston

It is alkso the story of an [talian
immigrant communkty, the clos-
ing of a parish and two parents’
strugghe to keep their faith while
coming to grips with a terrible
socrel. The film tells Paul Culir-
rs story within the larger con-
text of the scandal in the Arch-

diocese of Boaston, which unfold-
ed several years after this Salem
man confronted church hierar-
chiy in 1584,

The Cultrera brothers spoke |

briefly with the crowd after the
film ended but had to exit quickly
because a long line had formed

Tor the second showing.

*“To st this many people = as-
tounding.” Paul Culirera sald in
the theater lobby,

“This is the biggest andience
we've had,” Joe Culirera sald as
shook hands and recefved worids
of congratulations. “1 was war-
rid because | thought maybe the
story is all too familiar here, _ 1t
was maybe a weight off my
shoulders. This was always a
question — if it was golng to be
accepted here.”

Ther question was answered in
loned applause.

“I think that film should be
shown at all the seminaries,” said
Lorie Turmenne of Peabody as
she pushed toward the theater
XL
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