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sexually abused by the Rev. Joseph Birmingham, a priest at the parish where Cultrera
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For almost 30 years Cultrera kept that secret, which ate away at his life, career and
relationships. When he finally unburdened himself to his conservative, pious
Italian-American family, their reaction was sympathy, outrage and a fierce desire for
justice — or maybe vengeance.

The result is “Hand of God,” directed by Paul Cultrera’s younger brother Joseph and quite
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Birmingham had died by the time Cultrera told all to his family. But a desire to understand
just what had happened to him led Cultrera in the mid-'90s to run newspaper ads (‘Do
Opinion you remember Father Birmingham?") in towns where the priest had been stationed.
Within weeks more than three dozen abuse victims had stepped forward.
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ominous meanings when shot in extreme close-up. These passages feel like childhood
memories distilled and amplified, and they elevate the picture well above your usual
talking-head documentary.

‘HAND OF GOD’ 2?7 1/2

Director: Joe Cultrera

Cast: Paul Cultrera

No MPAA rating. Contains profanity and sexual dialogue
Running time: 1:36
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